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Thomas Sheraton
Many critics consider that Sheraton, who lived from 1750 to
1806, was the greatest of the English cabinet makers. He had a
fine sense of proportion and perfect taste in ornamentation. That
he was influenced by the style of Louis XVI, Hepplewhite, and
. Adam shows in his The Cabinet-Maker and Upholsterer's Drawing
Book.
Sheraton used mahogany and satinwood, with beech and pine as
a foundation for veneer or painting. He decorated chiefly with
inlay but also employed painting, gilding, lacquering, reeding,
fluting, turning, and carving. His favorite decorative motifs were
inconspicuous swags of flowers, drapery, urns, lyres, or shells.
Sheraton's furniture was slender and rather small in scale. His
furniture had no stretchers, but fine craftsmanship made it durable.
It usually had straight, square, tapering legs, although sometimes
they were round, and reeded or fluted. For upholstering Sheraton
preferred finely woven horsehair, brocades, damasks, printed linens,
and cottons in light colors. See pages 87 and 475.
Among Sheraton's most beautiful pieces of furniture were his
secretary bookcases with glass doors above and panels below, tall
secretaries with cylindrical fronts, sideboards with serpentine
fronts, chests of drawers, wardrobes, and highboys. Undraped
beds were just coming into fashion, so Sheraton beds were some-
times built without any top framing on the slender posts. His
chairbacks varied in design, but nearly all had a broken or slightly
curved top line. The central splat usually rested on a cross piece
a little above the seat and was decorated with a lyre, an urn, or
several narrow slats. Caned chairs and settees were common and
were made more comfortable by cushions. Upholstered sofas had
straight backs, Sheraton tables were of many varieties, like exten-
sion tables, and game, sewing, dressing, and writing tables.
Sheraton was not only a designer of furniture, but also a draw-
ing teacher, a preacher, and a publisher of religious tracts. Un-
fortunately his rather short life was spent in poverty and misery.
It should be stated here that although Hepplewhite and Sheraton
published design books, there were many other cabinet makers in
England who were almost as important as these two in developing
the particular styles which they used.

